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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
Happy Thanksgiving!  
 
Please remember there is no school next week (Nov. 25-29, 2019). 
Classes resume on Monday, December 2, 2019. 
 
There is a lot of activity that takes place at Founders on a weekly basis. 
The content of this newsletter is a great example of all the good that 
occurs.  Recently, the National Honor Society inducted new members. 
The induction is featured in this newsletter.  Congratulations to the 
students who achieved this milestone membership and their advisors. 
The National Honor Society themes are closely aligned with our 
Leadership Code of Conduct - scholarship, service, leadership, character.  
 
The Second Quarter of the school year ends on January 24, 2020. 
 
With gratitude,  
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 

 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/students/student_life/leadership_code_of_conduct


 

From Student Services: Service Opportunities 

Dear Founders Community, 
 
As we approach the holiday season, one of the things I am truly thankful for is the Founders 
community. I see so many examples of kindness and generosity among our students, staff and 
families. I want to especially thank the PTSA members who provided sweet treats to help the staff 
make it through the week before vacation. 
 
This time of year gets very busy and is filled with family, friends, food, gifts, and celebration for 
many. It can also be stressful for those who may need a little extra help to get through these winter 
months. There are many resources available to families at this time of year. Below is information 
about help with holiday gifts. 

 

The Salvation Army Angel Tree Program 
According to their website, this Salvation Army program is offered to children from low-income 
families. Infants and children up to age 12 are eligible for free gifts, toys, and clothing. (Senior 
citizens who are 60 years and older can also receive help from the free Angel Tree program, too.) 
To qualify, applicants must meet income guidelines that are established by their Salvation Army 
local center. During the application process, parents can include the clothing sizes and special 
requests for gifts. This information is then transferred to paper “angels” along with the child’s age, 
gender, and first name. The trees that have these paper angels are placed in high-traffic areas 
during the holiday season, including area shopping malls, stores, post offices, and other locations. 
Your child’s name can be selected by community members who can opt to buy any of the items 
listed. Many businesses often contribute to the program as well. Other Salvation Army programs 
include Adopt a Family and holidays meals programs. For more: www.nne.salvationarmy.org. 

 

Toys for Tots  
Run by the United States Marine Corps, this program has been collecting and delivering gifts to 
children since 1947. This year, the program will not be distributing to individual families but will be 
working with local nonprofits to identify families in need. If you are a family looking for help, New 
Hampshire Toys for Tots asks that you contact New Hampshire Catholic Charities, the Salvation 
Army or your local Head Start program. For more: www.toysfortots.org. 

 

Operation Santa Claus   
This program, run by volunteers from SEA/SEIU Local, works with the state Department of Health 
and Human Services to identify children in need of help. DHHS serves as the intake organization, 
which means the organization can only help children who have received state services. For more: 
https://www.seiu1984.org/osc/ 
 
Please reach out to me or to our school counselor, Angela Parent if you have any questions or 
concerns about your child at school.  
  
Respectfully, 
Paula Oliveira,  
Director of Student Services 

http://www.nne.salvationarmy.org/
http://www.toysfortots.org/
https://www.seiu1984.org/osc/


Paula.oliveira@tfanh.org 
 

 

From Student Services: Scholarship Opportunities 

Check out this updated document on Scholarship Opportunities!  Some of them have upcoming 
deadlines so be sure to apply soon! 
 
Contact angela.parent@tfanh.org with any questions. 
 

 

School News  

Awesome Video of Chorus Performance at "Problem Solver Convention" 

Ms. Cormier and student choir members performed on Sunday, November 3rd, 2019, at the 
“Problem Solver Convention” in Manchester.  This Convention had over 1500 people in attendance. 
The chorus performed “America the Beautiful” as part of the opening.  Founders was the only 
school asked to perform.  The chorus is very proud to have been asked to perform! 
 
Youtube Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twqnadbfeMQ&feature=youtu.be 
 

 

Student Spotlight: Reese G. 

Reese G. (8th grade), was recently cast in the lead role of the New England Dance Ensemble's 
production of The Nutcracker!  She will be playing Clara.  Her performance will be on Saturday, 
November 30th at the Seifert Performing Arts Center in Salem, NH.  Congratulations, Reese!! 
 
https://www.facebook.com/newenglanddanceensemble/photos/a.10151996504478631/1015781672
4483631/?type=3&theater 

mailto:Paula.oliveira@tfanh.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-yGY7dXhbqsSllYdmJTbldwZDBLdmFZcGVISUt4TlU2bktz/view?usp=sharing
mailto:angela.parent@tfanh.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twqnadbfeMQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/newenglanddanceensemble/photos/a.10151996504478631/10157816724483631/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/newenglanddanceensemble/photos/a.10151996504478631/10157816724483631/?type=3&theater


 

 

"Fiddler on the Roof Jr." 

On the evenings of November 15th and 16th 2019, Founders' students "wowed" their full audiences 
with the production of “Fiddler on the Roof Jr.” In 15 scenes, the students took their audiences 
through the entire award-winning Broadway production of “Fiddler on the Roof.” It is a musical with 
a plot of a Russian Jewish village called Anatevka in the early 1900’s just before the Russian 
Revolution.  Ms. Cormier directed the musical, which included nine classic songs from the 
production.  Congratulations students!  Congratulations Ms. Cormier!  A job well done! 
 















 

 

Volunteer of the Month - Mr. Lawton 

The Volunteer of the Month for November is Michael Lawton.   Michael Lawton is a “founding 
parent” at the school having been a parent at Founders since its opening in 2014.  
Mr. Lawton has done many things for Founders throughout the years, but most recently he DJ’d the 
Fall Festival and both Halloween Dances for Middle and High School Students. We are so grateful 
for his many talents which he lends to Founders. Congratulations Mr. Lawton, and thank you!  



 

 

Senior Project Presentations Have Begun! 

On Wednesday, November 20th, 2019, the Curriculum Committee, made out of Department Chairs 
and the Director of Faculty, started hearing Senior Project presentations.  They are a ½ credit 
requirement to graduate from Founders.  The course description is here.  The seniors presenting 
did a remarkable job describing to the panelists exactly what their Senior Projects entailed.  They 
were even open to questions about their projects.  The projects ranged in topics from technology to 
entrepreneurship.  Many more Senior Project presentations to come over the course of the year!  

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/curriculum


 

 

National Honor Society Induction 

Dear Parents, 
 
This week, The Founders Academy hosted its second National Honors Society induction ceremony. 
The event was well attended by the induction families and hosted by myself, Ms. Mote, and Dean 
Mooney. As tradition holds, the ceremony focused on the NHS qualities of leadership, service, 
scholarship, and character, all of which are held in high esteem here at our school. Moving forward, 
our NHS chapter will hold monthly meetings, conduct community and school related service 
projects, and continue to model the outstanding qualities mentioned above. If you have a high 
school student that is interested in joining next year, be sure to have them check in with myself or 
Ms. Mote. We would be happy to speak with them about this special club at our school. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Chris Kline 
 





 

 

 

Liberty House Food Drive 

The 6th grade class is excited to announce that the Food Drive to benefit the Liberty House 
collected more than 2,900 items to be donated to our local heroes in need! Thanks to all of those 
who contributed to the collection and made it such a success! 
 



 

 

 

Update from the NH Alliance for Public Charter Schools RE: Joint Legislative Fiscal 

Committee Meeting on December 13, 2019 

On 11/8/19 the Joint Legislative Fiscal Committee voted to “table” a request by the New Hampshire 
Department of Education which would have allowed the Department of Education to accept the first 
portion of over $46 million in federal grant funds allocated for public education in New 
Hampshire. 
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/details.aspx?id=57&rbl=1&txtkeyword=fiscal


The vote to table passed along party lines with 7 voting in favor and 3 voting against. Should New 
Hampshire lose this funding it will hit the state's neediest students the most as priority for funds was 
to be given to projects targeting educationally disadvantaged, low-income and students at-risk for 
dropping out of high school. 
 
On December 13th charter school supporters from around the state will meet in Concord to attend 
the next meeting of the Joint Legislative Fiscal Committee. Supporters hope to see the Committee 
reverse course before our state loses this and endangers future federal awards that our small state 
must struggle so hard to win. 
 
What: Joint Legislative Fiscal Committee Hearing 
 
When: December 13th at 10am 
 
Where: Room 210-211 of the Legislative Office Building, 33 N State St, Concord, NH 03301 
 
If you would like more information on this issue and other news affecting charter schools in New 
Hampshire you might consider referencing the NH Alliance for Public Charter Schools website at 
www.nhcharterschools.org 
 
~Matt Southerton, President 
New Hampshire Alliance for Public Charter Schools 
 
To get more information from the NH Alliance for Public Charter Schools and be on their emailing 
list, go to this link. 
 

 

In the Classroom: Art 

Students are learning to oil paint in Painting 1 and 2. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/33+N+State+St,+Concord,+NH+03301?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.nhcharterschools.org/
https://nhcharterschools.org/


 
 



Hartford Art School came to visit to discuss their program and do a portfolio review. 

 
 
 

Yearbook Club Update 

Yearbook club met Thursday 11/21 during Round Table. 
 
Those in attendance voted on the posters to hang around school for sales. Everyone is very excited 
for our return from vacation when we will narrow down this year’s theme! 



 

 

Fundraising/Donations/Volunteer Opportunities 

 



Annual Fund 2019-2020 

 
 
November, 2019 
 
RE:  Annual Fund 2019-2020 
  
Dear Families: 
 
Greetings!   Founders' sixth year is moving along just like its character theme of the year "move 
forward."   During this month known for Thanksgiving, Founders respectfully asks that you consider 
giving to this year's Annual Fund.  
 

1. What is the Annual Fund?   The Annual Fund was established to help close the gap 
between the school’s operational costs (i.e., academic supplies, utility costs, lease, 
etc.) and those funds paid by the state for each student.  Charter schools are 
funded at $7,188.00 per child, or 45% of the average, when compared to local 
public schools. Since the average cost to educate a child in New Hampshire is 
$15,865.26, Founders depends on parent support and donations to meet its annual 
expenses including salaries, facility repairs, employee health insurance, and other 
operational costs.  

 
2. Who can help?   Each year, we welcome more and more new families to our 

community.   As a public charter school, it is important that the Annual Fund receive 
support by 100% of its families.  We ask everyone to donate what you can to the 
school as no gift is too small or too large.  

 
3. How can we donate?   Donations may be made monthly or one time in any amount 

and manner that works best for your family.  Checks can be made to "The Founders 
Academy" or payments can be made online through PayPal at this link.  The Annual 
Pledge Form is attached.   See form here.  

 
4. Does Founders accept matching funds?  Many employers offer a matching 

contribution for employee donations made to non-profits. In many instances this will 
double the donation made by the family.  For more information on this opportunity, 
please contact Christine Nassiopoulos ( Christine.Nassiopoulos@tfanh.org ). 

 
5. What is the Founders Academy Presidents Club?  In the school's front foyer is a 

mural dedicated to the Presidents Club.   The mural was designed and painted by a 
Founders' Senior student last summer.  This mural lists the names of Annual Fund 
contributors by commitment level.  This year's levels are as follows: 

 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/donating
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/donating
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1207585/File/Annual%20Fund%20Pledge%20Form%20December%202019%20(2).pdf
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1207585/File/Annual%20Fund%20Pledge%20Form%20December%202019%20(2).pdf


FOUNDERS' FRIENDS ($25 - $499) 
 
LINCOLN LEVEL ($500 - $999) 
 
ROOSEVELT LEVEL ($1,000 - $2,999)  
 
JEFFERSON LEVEL ($3,000 - $4,999) 
 
WASHINGTON LEVEL ($5,000 +) 
 

  
 
 

6. Why Give to Founders?  The Founders Academy Public Charter School was created 
by its founders to offer a classical education in grades 6-12 centered on its mission of 
character building, U.S. History, leadership, and liberty.  Founders is unique among 
charter schools.  A reminder of this noble mission is the stencil above our main 
entryway which reads: "Through the doors walk the leaders of the future. . .  the 
guardians of our liberty."  To preserve our mission and our school, it is critical that we 
raise monies to defray annual costs.  

 
The entire Founders' community thanks you, in this season of Thanksgiving, for considering a 
donation to this year's Annual Fund.  Founders considers it an honor and privilege to educate 
"future leaders."  Thank you in advance for your much needed help! 
  
Sincerely, 
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 
See the Annual Fund Pledge form here. 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1207585/File/Annual%20Fund%20Pledge%20Form%20December%202019%20(2).pdf


 

PTSA Donation Drive - Teacher Wish List 

 
 
SIGN UP LINK IS HERE 

 

Donors Choose: Ms. Marcotte 

I want to make sure my students have the materials and experiences they need to succeed, so I 
just created a request for my classroom at DonorsChoose.org: 
 
Python Physical Computing through Robotics. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aafa82daafd0-founders
https://email.donorschoose.org/wf/click?upn=18mZ8eQC3VapcQsVe-2BoMfnzqFvmzCC4iOuuKC-2Bu0g5G-2F4qlOFPdkP-2FHkFwlWjU-2BTZEt7yFTlBXcz3SKbUrj4gQqqq1-2Fstd1EZDeGbDWuxS7K6frnEOtM3zFMPJx4EKkDbDKvwypyWpWZba30liFaYK4uKHZfdgRKxQT5qh-2BsOcxL97XP2qtaPyBbraKwan4EWU4F1FUhkX1jga3nkxMAkUijF4LBi48cjmicjMxMqiwm-2F8l3BRrFeJ2CWGXmlWUHtlQ4uErtriHQCJbBVqaay1XqlwU7dKYNlB7HtvKBhvNKX8U6rBN6xKe3HSEECjQrmX43eh0Cdg-2B-2BcBJFDkfngw-3D-3D_6dDQcjj3wZqKDJ6HMe-2BA-2F5lLK5SGhOXl3yIC9kYdkMpnQe9P5V-2Fo5eFky9wqfMiNa4Qv5zy07F8degQQexfooSgI8T9WxRLHF6X8m723-2FkPcM0oPGtXs4fW4NBIBBLIi-2BfUO-2B6XqUXKEMXeJeaqrLS8dIwo50SCyLfdx6N3WBFG3Ko9YX7n014I1whE2UqCI2kpISiKkmc33EmiA1ZpWMfssJCsICB-2B5SoQ5YkQx2AKXx39FCYpco0jGmc2tZlIbt5PzGuhalwcbTzKF8xmxHyhkfm1eV6-2Ft-2FnO2Lik7uJX68hnRUojp7OIqMBQM-2BqVifBJolv-2BB6Sj6FK7r8mUqdh4-2BXv6QdzTbC733Pw0rS91XPtvBgBFF472075eRSb5GqvTtIRtJP-2Fh7zNA4IwsMd0kqZG2rxbliygo7wJAiSn0hqJzxB1yknnPhysGM3OWmslHCxAdwIyjA3MwGBMCL7w-3D-3D


Right now, your gift will go even further. All donations to my project will be matched 3X by Infosys 
Foundation USA, while funds last. If you chip in to help my students, you'll get awesome photos and 
our heartfelt thanks. 
 
Thanks so much, 
Ms. Marcotte 
 
P.S. If you know anyone who may want to help my classroom, please pass this along! 
 

 

PTSA Fundraiser - "Ice, Ice Donate" 

 
 
 
Here is the designated box in the front foyer: 
 



 
 

 

Most Needed Items: updated 11/15/19 

We rely heavily on donations for much needed items around the school.  Please consider giving, 
and thank you in advance! 
 
Copier Paper 
Paper Towels 
Kleenex tissues 
Plastic forks 
Plastic spoons 
 

 

Holiday Wreath Fundraiser 

Our Holiday Wreath Fundraiser has started! The Founders Academy Drama Club is partnering with 
Three Rivers Wreath & Plant Company to offer you fresh and fragrant Balsam Fir Wreaths, 
Garland, and Swags for holiday decorating and gift-giving! Items can be picked up at the school on 
Friday, November 22nd, or you can pay to have them shipped directly to you! 
 
Visit our landing page and enter our group code below to begin shopping! 
 
Group code: D9ZC33 
https://ThreeRiversFundraising.com/fund/tfanh-wreath2019 
 

https://threeriversfundraising.com/fund/tfanh-wreath2019


 

PTSA Restaurant Fundraiser: Five Guys 

 
 

Donors Choose: Music Department 

My name is Jessica B., and I am a senior at Founders. Over my nearly five years at the school, I 
have been extensively involved with our music program. This year, my goal for my senior project is 
to enhance the music program for current and future students. 
As the music department is growing, there is a need for improvement in different elements of the 
program. One element is the ability to have school instruments on hand for students who wish to try 
a new instrument but don’t necessarily have the money or space to own one. Some students have 
expressed an interest to learn the upright bass to play in the jazz band, string ensemble, and 
symphonic band. With that being said, this year I am funding an upright bass with its accessories 
for the school. To accomplish this I have been selling candy bars on Fridays as well as having a 
booth at music events. I am excited to say that I have recently launched a donors choose project 



with one of my mentors, Ms. Cormier. Please consider donating to my project and I appreciate all of 
your support. Thank you! 
 
Project Bass 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jessica B. 
 

 

AmazonSmile for Founders! 

 
Use AmazonSmile to support Founders! Amazon contributes 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases for Founders! 
 
smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3442950  
 
Thank you!! 

 

Other 
 

Themes of the Year and Month 

Curricular Theme of the 2019-2020 School Year: "Perseverance" 
 
Character Theme of the 2019-2020 School Year:  "Move Forward" 
 
Themes of the Month 
September: School Functions and Purposes 
October: Founders Codes and Themes of Citizenship 
November: Veterans and Thanksgiving 
December: Celebrate 
January: Developing Self-Regulation 
February: Presidential History and Character 
March: Immigrants and Entrepreneurship 
April: Defining Liberty and Understanding the Gifts of and Threats to Our Freedom 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/project-bass/4523709/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/project-bass/4523709/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3442950


May: Self-Evaluation, Dreaming and Setting Goals 
June: End of Year 

 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
Grid format:  http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2019_-_20_school_calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check 
the online school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
 
 
 
 

 
 
© The Founders Academy 2019 

 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2019_-_20_school_calendar
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Founders-Academy-Public-Charter-School/675459439135607?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/
https://twitter.com/foundersnh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkvGKi5ww_-pR8f7_A5yrw

